
TheSacrifice
Part 2 of The Difference Between Christianity and Islam

What we could never do, God did!!!

As Abrahamwalked withhis son to themountain where
he was to sacrifice him, Abraham’s son asked, “The fire
and wood are here, but where is the lamb for the burnt
offering?” Abraham replied, “God will provide Himself a
lamb.” Christians believe this statement was prophetic
and pointed to an event in which God would sacrifice
a perfect lamb that would bring about reconciliation
between sinful man and Himself. There are many
prophecies recorded in theOld Testament that describe
this event and what this “Lamb” would be like. Isaiah,
a prophet that lived about 700 years before Jesus the
Christ was born,alluded to this lamb as a special servant
of God:

S ee , my se r van t w i l l a c t w i s e l y ; h e w i l l b e ra i s ed and l i f t ed
u p a n d h i g h l y e x a l t e d . J u s t a s t h e re we re many who
we re a ppa l l e d a t h im– h i s a p p e a ra n ce wa s s o d i s f i g u re d
b e y o n d t h a t o f a n y ma n a n d h i s f o rm ma r r e d b e y o n d
human l i k e n e s s– s o w i l l h e s p r i n k l e many na t i o n s , a nd
k i n g s w i l l s hu t t h e i r mou t h s b e cau s e o f h im . Fo r wha t t h e y
we re n o t t o l d t h e y w i l l s e e , a nd wha t t h e y ha ve no t h e a rd,
t h e y w i l l u n d e r s t a n d. Who ha s b e l i e v e d o u r me s s a g e a n d
t o wh om ha s t h e a rm o f t h e LO RD b e e n r e v e a l e d ? H e g r ew
up b e f o re h im l i k e a t e n d e r s h o o t , a n d l i k e a ro o t o u t o f
d r y g ro und. H e had no b eau t y o r ma j e s t y t o a t t ra c t u s t o
h im , n o t h i n g i n h i s a p p e a ra n ce t h a t we s h o u l d d e s i r e h im .
H e wa s d e s p i s e d a n d re j e c t e d b y men , a man o f s o r row s ,
a n d f am i l i a r w i t h s u f f e r i n g . L i k e o n e f rom whom men h i d e
t h e i r f a c e s h e wa s d e s p i s e d , a n d we e s t e emed h im no t .
S u re l y h e to o k up ou r i n f i rm i t i e s a nd ca r r i e d ou r s o r row s ,
y e t we con s i d e re d h im s t r i c k e n by God, sm i t t e n by h im , and
a f f l i c t e d. Bu t h e wa s p i e rced fo r ou r t ran sg re s s i on s , h e wa s
c r u s h e d f o r o u r i n i q u i t i e s ; t h e pun i s hmen t t h a t b ro ugh t u s
p e a c e wa s u p o n h im , a n d b y h i s wo u n d s we a r e h e a l e d . We
a l l , l i k e s h e ep, have gone a s t ra y, e a ch o f u s ha s t u rn ed
to h i s own wa y ; a n d t h e Lo rd h a s l a i d o n h im t h e i n i q u i t y
o f u s a l l . H e wa s opp re s s ed and a f f l i c t e d, ye t h e d i d no t op en
h i s mou t h ; h e wa s l e d l i k e a l amb to t h e s l a u gh t e r, a n d a s
a s h e ep b e f o re h e r s h ea re r s i s s i l e n t , s o h e d i d no t op en h i s
mou th . ( I s a i ah 52 .13 -53 -7 )

Isaiah also said of him,“ The Lord himse l f wi l l g ive you a s ign:
Th e v i rg i n w i l l b e w i t h ch i l d and w i l l g i ve b i r t h to a s on , and
will call him Immanuel (Isaiah7:14). (“Immanuel”means
“God with us!”) He also prophesied concerning him, “To u s a
c h i l d i s b o r n , t o u s a s o n i s g i v e n , a nd t h e g ove r nmen t will be
on his shoulders. He will be called Wonderful Counselor,
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace”
(Isaiah9:6).

When Jesus first appeared to the prophet John the
Baptist, John said, “Behold the Lamb of God who takes
away the sin of the world.” Christians believe that Jesus
was farmore than just aprophet.We believe that he was
The Anointed One chosen by God and described by the

Old Testament prophets as the One who would die as
our substitute. Christians believe that there is only One
GOD! But as mysterious as it may seem, this One God
miraculously came to earth to do something we could
never do,make aWAY for us to be made right with Him.

I n t h e pa s t G o d s p o ke t o ou r f o re f a t h e r s t h ro ugh t h e
p ro p h e t s a t many t ime s a nd i n va r i o u s way s , b u t i n
t h e s e l a s t d a y s h e h a s s p o k e n t o u s b y h i s S o n , wh om h e
a p p o i n t e d h e i r o f a l l t h i n g s , a n d t h ro u g h whom h e mad e
t h e un i ve r s e .Th e S on i s t h e rad i an ce o f G od ’s g l o r y and t h e
e xa c t re p re s en t a t i o n o f h i s b e i ng , s u s t a i n i ng a l l t h i ng s by
h i s p owe r f u l wo rd. A f t e r h e had p rov i d e d pu r i f i c a t i o n f o r
s i n s , h e s a t d own a t t h e r i g h t h and o f t h e Ma j e s t y i n h e a ve n .
(Hebrews 1:1-3)

The Good News that Christians believe:

To provide a way to forgive, God sent His own Son
(Jesus) into the world to take your punishment for you!
Two-thousand years ago, Jesus was whipped, beaten
and then hung on a cross to die even though He had
never sinned. While He willingly hung there, He took
your sins upon Himself and bore the wrath of God as
your substitute. This voluntary sacrifice He made for
you satisfied the righteous demands of God. Now, if you
place your trust in Jesus as your only way to God, you
will receive forgiveness of sins once and for all. “Of Him
( J e s u s ) a l l t h e p ro ph e t s b e a r w i t n e s s t h a t t h ro ugh H i s n ame ,
everyone who believes in Him receives forgiveness of
sins” (Acts 10:43). This is more than just belief with your
mind. It is a believing from the heart that affects your life
completely.

Jesus wasnot defeated.Through hisdeath, hegained
victory for God!

Within three daysafter Hedied,Jesus rose from thedead
(not just His Spirit, but His body too). During the next
forty days, He was seen by over five hundred people
before God raised Him up to sit at His right hand as Lord
and Judge over all. Before He left, Jesus promised He
would comeback to raise all the dead (bodily) and judge
all people. He will re-create the heavens and the earth
where His people will live with Him forever in bliss, and
all who do not know Him will be cast into hell forever.

God’s loving invitation to you:

If you believe you are a sinner condemned by God and
unable to save yourself, then God invites you to receive
His gift of eternal life through Jesus His Son. “Come to
me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will
give you rest.” (Matthew 11:28-30).

To receive Jesus, you must stop relying on your own
righteousness and begin following Jesus today.
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